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The emergence of Kpop’s universal popularity or the Hallyu wave represents an interesting shift from the traditional 
hegemony of Western pop culture. Central to this phenomenon are Kpop idols and boy band. They have popularized 

a soft form of masculinity which is in stark contrast to the hegemonic white masculinity espoused by mainstream 
Hollywood. Hence, this research explores how female kpop fandoms use fan-made content to express their desires 
which are usually denied under normative heterosexuality. Through the use of digital ethnography and in-depth 
interviews of South Asian female BTS fans- this paper seeks to shed light on whether Kpop fandoms provide a space 
for women to explore their queer desires. This study will make use of the concepts of the female gaze, queer theory 
and hegemonic masculinity to explore the extent to which Kpop idols challenge hegemonic forms of masculinity and 
provide a platform for their female fans to excercise agency.
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