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The global opioid epidemic has had wide-spread and increasingly negative impact. In the United States of America 
(USA) alone, in April 2021, drug overdose deaths exceeded 100,000 for the prior 12-month period—a 28.5% increase 

from the preceding 12-month period (https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/pressroom/nchs_press_ releases/2021/20211117.
htm). Law enforcement agencies across the globe have started to implement police-led collaborative pre-arrest 
deflection models in hopes of addressing opioid misuse while minimizing additional problems created by responding 
with justice involvement. These models leverage daily interactions between police and community members to identify 
people who have substance misuse problems, provide a brief intervention to encourage engagement in treatment, and 
provide connections to treatment providers in lieu of arrest.

This presentation will describe recent advances in research-informed innovations in policing-behavioral health 
collaborative approaches to address the opioid epidemic. Presenters will describe different types of research-informed 
pre-arrest deflection models being implemented in different countries. They will summarize research findings examining 
the feasibility, acceptability, cost-savings, and effectiveness of pre-arrest deflection programs. Although this field of 
research is emerging and still limited, results of recent research in this field suggest that police-led pre-arrest deflection 
is a viable effective targeted law enforcement response to address the opioid epidemic. Moreover, results show potential 
for longer-term reductions in substance misuse and associated criminal activity overall and when compared to arrest, 
while minimizing the negative impacts of justice involvement. Presenters will also summarize the emerging research 
literature informing recommendations for further advancement of policing-behavioral health collaborative approaches 
to address the global opioid epidemic.
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