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The publication of Angela Carter’s “The Bloody Chamber” has added fuel to the series of debates on whether it is 
appropriate to expose women to pornographic contents that feature male dominance. The explicitly pornographic 

descriptions Carter has applied in her work position her as a supporter of women’s right to experience pleasure 
from sadomasochistic sex. Meanwhile, this paper intends to interpret the bloody corpses inside the secret chamber 
as Carter’s warning against falling into the traps of male dominance, which may be disguised as pleasure. It has a 
potentiality for corruption to female sexuality as it teaches them to centre their pleasure around male dominance. 
This paper also addresses the seemingly happy but sexless ending and consider it as Carter’s efforts to alert her 
readers of the dangerous power relations in the patriarchal society that groom women to base their sexual desires on 
the domination of male gaze, which are capable of corrupting the female sexuality and hinder them from achieving 
a more equal relationship. This paper argues that although Carter’s novella seems radical with its rich pornographic 
descriptions from a female perspective, it still possesses a somehow conservative feature as it intends to educate 
women of what the correct or healthy sexuality is supposed to be. To support its arguments, the paper intends to 
examine the advocacies of the pro-pornography and antipornography movements and apply feminist psychoanalytical 
theories on male gaze, sadomasochism, and castration to a close analysis of the text.
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