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Canada’s ongoing colonial relationship with its Indigenous peoples reflects its overall views on multiculturalism 
and racial diversity. In her “Land as Pedagogy,” Indigenous scholar Leanne Simpson describes how Indigenous 

cultures use their traditional lands as a heuristic device to continue the education of their cultural customs and histories 
throughout generations. Conversely, in Intimacies of Four Continents, Lisa Lowe argues for the sharing of colonial 
experiences as a way of building intimate connections despite the barriers between ‘continents’ upheld by colonial 
frameworks. 

In this talk, I will argue that through close engagement with Indigenous literature and scholarship, Indigenous and 
racialized Canadians can learn how to share their experiences of living as minorities with one another. Indigenous 
teachings foster intimate connections across these racial differences and distinctions, acting as a “means to observe 
the historical division of world processes into those that develop modern liberal subjects and modern spheres of social 
life” (Lowe 17). Focusing specifically on Simpson’s narration of her experience sharing her Indigenous customs with 
her co-author, Robyn Maynard in Rehearsals for Living, this talk will present traditional Indigenous lands as a heuristic 
device for racialized Canadians, arguing that this land provides the space needed to form intimate connections to 
heal from the traumas of colonialism. Therefore, Indigenous customs teach racialized Canadians the importance of 
continuing the fight against colonial frameworks within Canada; to lose the battle is to lose the formative aspects of 
their racialized identities. The overall argument of this talk is that reaching across continents and converging based on 
our experiences living within colonial frameworks — of which the generational implications continue to live on in our 
bodies — helps colonized individuals to understand each other by partaking in intimate decolonial acts of education.
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