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Lintels are typical horizontal elements of the oldest buildings, especially in Egypt and Greece. Their presence has 
been constant throughout the centuries in countless buildings and constructions. When the lintels are masonry they 

have many limitations due to their low flexural strength, which can cause their fracture. Here we analyse a very relevant 
case in a very significant monument. This article conducts a historical analysis to diagnose the moment in which the 
fracture of the lintel of the main door of the Monastery of El Escorial occurred and a structural analysis to diagnose the 
causes and danger of this fracture. 
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