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The “Tuzuk-i-Jahangir,” also known as the “Memoirs of Jahangir,” is a remarkable autobiography of Emperor Jahangir, 
the fourth Mughal emperor of India. His fascination with the natural world was evident throughout his memoirs. This 

memoir serves as a valuable historical document, offering insights into a wide range of topics, including information 
on plants and animals, natural phenomena such as the appearance of meteors, description of medical interests, and 
more. What distinguishes Jahangir’s memoirs is their exceptional accuracy, meticulous observations, and originality. 
Jahangir followed an empirical and rational approach in his writings, infusing them with a scientific quality. His writing 
reflects his deep appreciation for nature and his desire to understand its intricacies. His affirmative attitude towards 
nature is evident in the way he approached the study of natural history. He sought to understand and document 
nature systematically and methodically. He often commissioned paintings and illustrations to accompany his written 
observations. This paper delves into the intriguing question of why Emperor Jahangir developed a keen interest in 
natural history. What was his method of observation and approaches to experimentation while writing his memoir? How 
historians can leverage the wealth of information provided in Jahangir’s memoir? The “Tuzuk-i-Jahangir” serves as an 
exceptional resource for historians interested in natural history, illustrating Emperor Jahangir’s intellectual curiosity and 
meticulous observations. His memoirs provide invaluable insights into the natural world of Mughal India, trace historical 
changes, understand the cultural significance of nature in Mughal society, and serve as a bridge between the past and 
present. This paper aims to unravel Emperor Jahangir’s enigmatic journey into the realm of natural history, shedding 
light on his methodical observation, experimentations, and the profound significance of his memoirs for historians 
studying the past. 
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