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Central Asia’s Regionalism Dilemma: Which Silk Road?
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Ithough rich in energy, water and mineral resources, Central Asia has remained doubly remote: not only in terms

of its geography, but also due to the lack of attention in the literature. However, just as in the once Great Game
disputed by the British Empire and the Russian Empire, the region is once again central in the dynamics of competition
and cooperation involving regional and extra-regional actors. Indeed, today's New Great Game involves visions of
Central Asian regionalism that don't always converge. Faced with different regionalist projects, namely the US Silk
Road, the Belt and Road Initiative and the Eurasian Economic Union, Central Asian States try to balance their own
interests vis-a-vis great powers’ views and goals for the region. In this sense, this paper aims to analyse what is at
stake regarding regionalism, while attempting to understand which competing project seems to be more interesting for
the sake of the region’s path towards development.
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