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I n the aftermath of the recent deaths of numerous individuals who have fallen victim to racial injustice, the United States
is finally beginning to confront its deep-rooted racism. Bestseller lists are now dominated by books on anti-racism,
while people take to the streets in protest and policies undergo revisions. Amidst this awakening, educators are realizing
the importance of using children's literature as a powerful tool to explore race and racism within their classrooms. The
Cooperative Children's Book Center (CCBC) at the University of Wisconsin-Madison emphasizes the necessity for
diverse literature to enable teachers, libraries, and, most importantly, children to gain a better understanding of the
world they inhabit. However, it's essential to accompany these texts with meaningful discussions to prevent unchecked
assumptions about race. For example, books can act as mirrors, windows, or sliding glass doors, reflecting and
affirming our own identities, exposing us to different experiences, and inviting us to immerse ourselves in alternative
worlds (Sims Bishop, 1990). In this way, books can prompt critical conversations about race, identity, and acceptance.
Despite these opportunities, some states attempt to limit discussions on race in classrooms under the "Critical Race
Theory" label. This presentation will highlight the importance of open dialogue, drawing on research to highlight the
transformative impact of diverse literature. By creating safe and inclusive spaces, educators empower students to
become critical thinkers and empathetic leaders, essential for combating racism and fostering a more equitable world.
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