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Drawing on data from interviews, mainstream and social media platforms, and political manifestos, this paper examines 
the strategies adopted by Amhara nationalists to construct a collective Amhara identity. Amhara nationalism emerged 

in response to the structural violence inflicted on the Amhara by the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic 
Front (EPRDF), which seized power in 1991. The EPRDF, an alliance of ethnonationalist fronts with an anti-Amhara 
stance, perpetrated various forms of structural violence against the Amhara, including killings, evictions, economic 
marginalization, political underrepresentation and cultural stigmatization. In response, frustrated Amhara elites began a 
movement by forming the All-Amhara People’s Organization in 1992. This movement evolved into widespread protests 
in 2016, which escalated into an ongoing armed struggle since April 2023, driven by the government’s failure to 
address the movement’s concerns. To mobilize the masses, Amhara nationalists have sought to construct a collective 
Amhara identity, a concept that remains contested. The distinctiveness of an Amhara identity has been challenged by 
various groups, including some Amhara elites, who argue that this identity was historically an instrument of assimilation 
used by pre-1991 governments to represent Ethiopia as a whole rather than as a single ethnic group. Despite these 
challenges, Amhara nationalists assert that the Amhara are a unique ethnic group with a significant role in the formation 
of the Ethiopian state. They employ three discursive practices to construct a collective identity: essentializing Amhara 
identity by tracing it to primordial origins, depicting a golden age and asserting a victim thesis.
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